Western Heights Public Schoeol District
ETS Central Administrative Office | Office of the Superintendent
8401 SW 44th Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73179

For Immediate Release
September 26, 2023

Western Heights Responds to Investigation Announced by OSDE

Oklahoma City, Okla - Today, the Oklahoma State Department of Education announced that they
will be reopening an investigation related to Western Heights’ accreditation status based on
“concerns over the district’s hiring practices as well as the use of taxpayer money on drag
queens.”

As we have previously shared, the District continues to follow our usual hiring practice when
screening candidates for employment. For Dr. Murnan, this included a felony criminal
background check and a verification of his teaching certificate which was renewed in April 2023
and signed by State Superintendent Ryan Walters.

As for the use of taxpayer dollars, we can confirm that District expenditures are for purposes
allowed by law and in accordance with the State Department of Education’s regulations. No
WHPS funds have ever been used “on drag queens” as alleged by OSDE.

Western Heights Public Schools is dedicated to the safety, security, and academic excellence of
every Jet within our district, ensuring our students are not just prepared for their next academic
challenge but are also equipped with the skills and knowledge they need to be successful in life.

Trust and transparency are foundational pillars of our community, and we are confident that the
District is operating within the realm of the law. WHPS is committed to working in collaboration
with OSDE as they conduct their investigation.
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Western Heights responde a la investigacion anunciada por OSDE

Oklahoma City, Okla - Hoy, el Departamento de Educacion del Estado de Oklahoma anuncié que
reabrird una investigacion relacionada con el estado de acreditacion de Western Heights
basada en "preocupaciones sobre las practicas de contratacion del distrito, asi como el uso del
dinero de los contribuyentes en drag queens".

Como hemos compartido anteriormente, el Distrito continua siguiendo nuestra practica habitual
de contratacién al seleccionar candidatos para empleo. Para el Dr. Murnan, esto incluy6 una
verificacién de antecedentes penales por delitos graves y una verificacion de su certificado de
ensefanza que fue renovado en abril de 2023 y firmado por el superintendente estatal Ryan
Walters.

En cuanto al uso del dinero de los contribuyentes, podemos confirmar que los gastos del
Distrito son para fines permitidos por la ley y de acuerdo con las regulaciones del Departamento
de Educacién del Estado. Nunca se han utilizado fondos de WHPS “en drag queens” como alega
OSDE.

Las Escuelas Publicas de Western Heights estan dedicadas a la seguridad y la excelencia
académica de cada Jet dentro de nuestro distrito, garantizando que nuestros estudiantes no
solo estén preparados para su proximo desafio académico, sino que también estén equipados
con las habilidades y el conocimiento que necesitan para tener éxito en la vida. .

La confianza y la transparencia son pilares fundamentales de nuestra comunidad y estamos
seguros de que el Distrito opera dentro del ambito de la ley. WHPS se compromete a trabajar en
colaboraciéon con OSDE mientras realizan su investigacion.
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